HOW WE FIX AMERICA

End of Course Check-Up

See how much you’ve learned, by answering these questions!

1. Can you name America’s three greatest problems?

1. Our economy is badly rigged (or, The "Great American Rip Off.")
2. Our political system is badly rigged.
3. We do not currently have a clear, unifying vision for our future and that of our nation, that's based on the truth.

2. Our economic choice isn’t between | capitalism ‘ and | socialism

It’s between ‘ Vampire Capitalism ‘ and ‘ American Dream Capitalism

3. Over the past 40 years or so, how much has our ability to produce wealth increased?

| It's roughly doubled.

4. Would we like to have fewer rich people, or more rich people?

‘ More rich people! ‘

5. Even in a low-communication world, around the year 1670, Sir Isaac Newton and Gottfried Leibnitz

still independently discovered \ calculus \ at almost the same time.
6. We currently have massive wealth redistribution, from the \ middle class \ and the
| working class | to the | rich |

7. Taking money away — whether it’s by a specific amount or a percentage — is always far harder on

‘ ordinary (or poor, or middle class) ‘ Americans than it is on ‘ rich \Americans.

8. If we were to restore American Dream Capitalism, economic growth overall would

‘ speed up (or increase)




9. Vampire Capitalism is costing 90% of typical American families at least around

[ $24,000 | to | $31,000 | per year.

10. Currently, how much impact do the preferences and needs of ordinary Americans have on what our

government actually does? ‘ Almost none. It's statistically insignificant.

11. Government should | serve | the | best interest | of the
People.
12. The ‘ Koch Network ‘ brings together over 600 ‘ rich individuals

every year to influence what the government does.

13. Corruption is \ legal \ in America.

14. We are currently not functioning as a democracy (or a republic). Instead, we are functioning as

‘ an oligarchy ‘

15. National change usually starts at the | state | and | local | levels.

16. In order to steer us toward our best future, we need to stop making decisions by \ ideology \

17. What’s the one simple question we should instead be asking as our guide for decision making?

"What's in the best interest of the American People, and the future of our nation?"

18. If we were to fully restore American Dream Capitalism, what would happen to poverty in America?

‘ We would pretty much eliminate it.




19. In total, the Elites are taking roughly \ $2 trillion \ dollars from ordinary

Americans every year.

20. We the People do not currently have a | clear unifying | vision for the future

>

that’s based on | the truth .

21. In all of politics, religion, philosophy and life, there are only two great pathways: The Pathway of

Us | andthePathwayof [Me |

22. A fair and objective hearing means you’re open to | changing your mind .

23. Things that are sensational are highly profitable. Sensational \ truths are rare and hard
to find. Sensational | falsehoods (or lies) | aren’t.
24. Those who peddle sensational falsehoods believe you should never let the get in

the way of a \ good story \

25. If you want to get smarter, love | wisdom | and | the truth |

26. If you want to know the truth, listen carefully and objectively to | both sides of every issue

27. \ Fact-check \ every important thing you hear.

28. The people you should fact-check the most are those you \ like, and/ or want to believe

29. Make it an ongoing goal to weed out your own | false beliefs (or wrong beliefs, or mistakes) |.

30. Stop drinking from ‘ poison wells (listening to those with bad info) ‘

31. What’s the usual reason why people attack the messenger, instead of the message?

It's usually because they are unable to attack the information presented. So they try to distract & discredit the messenger.




32. Misrepresenting what someone else says in order to falsely discredit them is called a

‘ straw man attack ‘

33. What’s the problem with “common sense legislation?”

Common sense is what looks right at first glance, and it's often wrong. We should base decisions on actual evidence, and
consider possible unintended consequences.

34. Once you’ve established that a person or a media company routinely passes on bad information,

you should ‘ stop listening to that person or news source ‘

35. When someone presents (or believes) one small bit of evidence that’s in favor of the conclusion

they want, and ignores all the rest that isn’t, that’s called | cherry picking .

36. Liberty isn’t just about freedom from oppression by the government. It’s also about freedom from

oppression by \ other people \

37. The flag and the eagle are | symbols | of America.

38. Real patriots are committed to America’s foundational \ ideals (or values) , and also to

‘ their fellow Americans ‘

39. About percent of our anger should be directed toward those who commit welfare
fraud, and about percent should be directed toward those who have created and

are perpetuating Vampire Capitalism.

40. Any woman in America can right now get the pills needed to cause an abortion for

to , legally or not.

41. Even if fully successful, the strategy of reducing abortion by force by making it illegal and

unavailable could only ever reduce abortion in America by perhaps about percent. But

if we were to fully pursue strategies to make it unnecessary, it’s possible to reduce abortion by at least

percent.

42. The Bible contains about 2,000 verses that talk about poverty and the poor. How many verses does

it contain that clearly and directly refer to abortion? | None. |




43. Some of us have been focused on stopping pregnant women from having abortions. The total cost

of raising a child to age 18 is about | $234,000 . The Bible says we should not place

unbearable burdens on others without being willing to help them with those burdens. If those whose
main strategy for reducing abortion is to stop pregnant women from getting abortions were to help with

half of the cost of child rearing for all women who get an abortion, that would cost those households

about \ $2,100 \ per year.

44. Making abortion illegal should not be a single issue that

‘ overrides everything else ‘

45. The US Supreme Court has ruled that the right to keep and bear arms is an | individual

right, which must be \ protected \

46. The purpose of the Second Amendment is to enhance our | security

47. What effect do illegal immigrants have on crime?

Almost none. But if anything, they probably lower the overall crime rate slightly.

48. Your total odds of being killed in an Islamist terrorist attack over the past 20 years have been about

one out of three | million .

49. Legally in the United States, gay marriage is a \ settled \ issue.

50. The most important conflict in the United States today is between what two groups of people?

Those who want to preserve Vampire Capitalism and our rigged politics, ordinary Americans.

51. We don’t have to start with a ton of resources to change America. All we need is

‘ the seed of a powerful and true set of ideas ‘

For our answers, visit: howwefixamerica.com/self-study. And remember: Your answers don’t have to be word-
for-word identical to ours. You just have to have gotten the general idea right!
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